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The Russian consular agents devote themselves
mucli to tlie industry of protection. Cairo and Alex-
andria abounded, before the Italian war, in artificial
subjects of tlie King of Naples and the Grand Duke
of Tuscany. Prussia seems to have in the Levant a
rather large number of subjects, of Turkish, Arabic,
and Armenian speech. The flags which respect them-
selves the most are those of France and Spain. The
others are not particularly notorious in this respect.
These deplorable proceedings showed themselves in
all their cynicism during the Crimean war; when
Abbas Pasha, upon orders received from Constanti-
nople, had to send away all the Hellenic subjects
from the Egyptian territory. To the great surprise
of the Ticeroy, a great number of these, as if by en-
chantment, were found to be European protected
subjects, and claimed what they called their political
rights; and conflicts of authority ensued, which, for-
tunately, were not serious.

Temporary protections gratuitously given may
have been justifiable in a period of great calamities,
and at a time when religious animosities existed in
all their force. But at the present time there is no
longer any reason for their existence, cruelties and
exactions by the Porte having long since happily
been left behind, amongst-the things of the past.
The motive of the abuses which we denounce does